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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


To  the  Inhabita^its  of  the  Town  of  Milford : 

The  Board  of  Education  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing Report  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Milford,  for  the  year 
ending  March  ist,  1888. 

All  the  schools  have  had  a  very  successful  year  the  past 
season.  With  the  exception  of  the  last  month  of  the  school 
year  there  has  been  no  prevailing  epidemic  disease  to  inter- 
rupt the  attendance  and  to  seriously  break  up  classes.  The 
good  attendance  has  very  materially  helped  to  raise  the 
standing  of  the  schools  and  to  obtain  very  satisfactory  results. 
Another  thing  that  has  aided  in  maintaining  the  schools  in  a 
good  condition,  has  been  the  adherence  to  the  old  plan  of 
retaining  competent  teachers  in  the  same  schools  as  long  as 
possible ;  and  make  changes  only  when  circumstances  im- 
peratively demanded  some  different  arrangement,  or  the 
resignation  of  a  teacher  made  a  new  appointment  necessary  ; 
consequently  very  few  changes  have  been  made  the  past 
year,  and  we  think  that  we  have  an  able  corps  of  teachers, 
and  that  both  schools  and  teachers  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  of  like  grade. 

As  far  as  it  was  practicable  "home  talent"  has  been  em- 
ployed. Of  the  twenty-one  teachers  in  the  schools  twelve  of 
them  were  graduated  from  our  high  school ;  and  some  of 
them  who  have  been  recently  put  in  charge  of  classes  give 
unmistakable  evidence  of  possessing  the  right  characteristics 
to  make  superior  instructors. 

The  graded  schools  have  been  so  uniformly  good  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  pick  out  one  and  say  that  it  was  doing 
much  better  work  than  any  other ;  but  of  these  schools  the 
Grammar  has  made  the  most  noticeable  improvement.  With 
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the  help  of  an  assistant,  the  superior  teacher  at  the  head  of 
this  school  has  brought  it  up  to  a  good  degree  of  excellence. 

It  has  been  our  aim  to  make,  if  possible,  all  the  schools 
the  best  of  their  kind  ;  but  there  has  been  one  serious  draw- 
back to  obtaining  the  best  results,  and  that  is  the  over-crowded 
condition  of  the  village  schools.  As  is  very  well  known,  a 
room  outside  of  the  school  property  has  been  hired  for  the 
past  two  years  for  the  accommodation  of  one  of  the  primary 
schools.  This  place,  although  the  best  that  could  be  found, 
is  totally  unfit  for  a  school-room  and  destitute  of  necessary 
accommodations.  The  results  obtained  in  the  Grammar 
school  the  past  year  have  demonstrated  the  advantage  of 
having  an  Assistant;  but  there  being  no  recitation  room,  un- 
satisfactory make-shifts  had  to  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  have 
class  room  ;  which  has  given  rise  to  vexatious  complications. 
It  was  suggested  that  an  extension  be  built,  at  the  Grammar 
school,  to  make  more  room  ;  but  after  carefully  canvassing 
the  question  the  Board  thought  it  unwise  to  incur  such  an 
expense  if  the  town  was  soon  to  erect  a  new  building.  Some 
provision  is  imperatively  needed,  and  unless  a  new  school 
house  is  soon  to  be  built,  some  suitable  arrangement  ought 
to  be  made  immediately  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of 
the  schools,  and  to  give  the  children  the  best  education  pos- 
sible. 

A  class  of  twenty-three  was  graduated  from  the  Gram- 
mar School  in  June,  the  members  of  which  constitute  the 
major  portion  of  the  fourth  class  in  the  High  School  ;  and 
the  excellent  training  which  was  given  them  during  the 
spring  term  saved  the  High  School  teachers  the  trouble  of 
giving  that  preliminary  discipline  which  heretofore  has  been 
necessary. 

In  the  High  School,  during  the  past  year,  a  second 
assistant  has  been  employed.  The  increase  of  time  that 
could  be  given  to  each  class  by  this  arrangement,  and  the 
greater  thoroughness  with  which  the  work  has  been  done,  as 
well  as  the  better  results  obtained,  have  compensated  for  the 
small  increased  outlay. 
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The  High  School  has  been  supplied  with  a  full  set  of 
philosophical  apparatus,  which  has  greatly  increased  the 
pupils'  interest  in  their  work,  and  given  a  completeness  to 
the  school's  advantages  that  has  been  wanting  for  a  long 
time.  This  school  is  now  very  well  furnished  with  the  things 
necessary  to  make  a  High  School,  and  the  excellent  results 
obtained  by  its  thorough  corps  of  teachers  is  very  satisfac- 
tory. In  the  High  School  excellent  scholarship  is  main- 
tained. It  has  been  a  question  whether  it  was  desirable  to 
have  the  languages  taught  in  this  school  ;  but  after  careful 
observation  in  regard  to  this  topic,  and  from  our  own  experi- 
ence, we  are  convinced  that  it  is  desirable  to  have  them 
retained  in  the  course. 

The  pupils  who  take  these  studies  are  generally  prepar- 
ing for  a  course  of  study  in  some  higher  institution,  which 
cannot  be  taken  in  a  single  college  of  standing  in  the  coun- 
try, without  this  preliminary  preparation.  If  they  do  not 
get  this  preparation  in  the  public  High  Schools,  they  must 
either  quit  these  schools  and  go  to  the  other  schools  for  it,  or 
they  must  give  up  the  idea  of  a  higher  education,  which 
they  desire  to  take. 

The  pupils  who  take  Greek,  Latin  or  French  are  among 
the  best  scholars  in  the  schools.  As  a  rule  those  who  take 
the  classical  course  are  stronger  pupils  than  those  who  take 
any  of  the  other  courses.  Accordingly  their  presence  in  the 
school  is  doubly  desirable  :  first,  for  their  own  sakes,  and 
secondly  for  the  sake  of  others.  They  do  a  great  deal  to  fix 
the  standard  of  scholarship  in  all  the  studies.  Of  the  fifty- 
eight  pupils  now  in  the  High  School  twenty-five  are  taking 
Greek,  Latin  or  French. 

A  class  of  twenty-three  entered  the  High  School  in  Sep- 
tember, coming  from  the  Grammar  School.  A  class  of  nine 
was  graduated  in  June  ;  three  of  this  class  have  since  taught 
in  our  schools  with  success. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  relative  number  in  each 
class  the  last  term  : 


High  School. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Total. 

Classical. 

English. 

Senior  Class  

5 

0 

5 

I 

4 

Junior  "  

4 

6 

10 

3 

7 

Third  "  

8 

I 

9 

4 

5 

Fourth  "  

II 

13 

24 

12 

12 

Unclassified  

9 

10 

10 

The  graduating  exercises  of  the  class  of  1887  were  held 
in  the  Town  Hall,  June  24,  1887. 

Graduates  of  1887. 
Louis  H.  Hall,  *Alice  H.  Searles, 

*Mary  T.  Finerty,  *H.  Eva  Brown, 

*Bertha  L.  Wilson,         Ada  M.  Richardson, 
Flora  A.  Mason,  Laura  W.  Ruland, 

Alice  G.  Crosby. 

We  have  mentioned,  briefly  as  possible,  the  salient 
points  of  the  schools,  and  stated  that  as  a  whole  they  are  in 
a  satisfactory  condition.  We  might  particularize  and  pick 
out  items,  from  some  of  the  schools,  that  were  not  entirely 
satisfactory.  For  instance  United  States  History,  as  it  has 
been  taught,  has  failed  to  give  such  returns  for  the  time 
spent  on  it,  as  is  desirable.  This  failure  is  owing  in  part  to 
the  text-book,  and  in  part  to  the  method  of  teaching  this 
topic.  As  yet  we  have  been  unable  to  find  a  suitable  text- 
book ;  but  if  some  such  plan  as  the  following  could  be  put  in 
practice  it  is  our  opinion  that  great  improvement  would  be 
made  in  the  teaching  of  History  :  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
pupils  the  simplest  kind  of  a  book,  e.^  one  that  contains  all 
the  facts  without  a  superfluity  of  words,  as  Swinton's  Out- 


*Latin  course. 
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lines  ;  and  have  at  the  teacher's  desk  a  full  line  of  reference 
books.  Then  by  giving  out  lessons  by  "topic,"  the  scholars 
could  get  the  main  facts  from  their  text-books,  and  fill  in  the 
net-work  thus  obtained  by  reading  from  the  reference  books. 
By  this  method,  we  are  confident,  the  profitless  committing 
to  memory  of  every  word  of  the  ordinary  book  and  losing 
sight  of  the  main  idea,  as  is  too  frequently  the  occurrence, 
would  be  obviated,  and  more  profitable  results  obtained.  We 
know  of  but  one  school  where  this  method  has  been  used, 
and  there  it  gave  better  results  than  had  been  obtained  from 
any  other  method.  To  put  the  idea  in  one  sentence  ;  we  be- 
lieve the  '"topic"  method  to  be  the  true  one. 

Also  in  Arithmetic  there  is  a  chance  to  change  for  the 
better.  There  is  much  in  the  Common  School  Arithmetic 
that  is  of  very  little,  if  any,  practical  value,  but  which  re- 
quires a  good  deal  of  time  to  thoroughly  learn.  Such  topics 
might  just  as  well  be  dropped  from  the  course  of  the  lower 
grades,  and  their  study  reserved  for  the  high  school  course 
where  they  more  properly  belong  ;  so  that  the  time  which 
has  been  devoted  to  complicated  subjects  could  be  more 
profitably  used  in  obtaining  more  thoroughness  in  the  fund- 
amental principles  of  Arithmetic  and  thereby  obtain  the 
primary  object  of  Arithmetic,  which  is  the  acquisition  of  the 
ability  to  perform  simple  numerical  operations  with  reason- 
able rapidity  and  almost  infallible  accuracy.  Last  year  the 
School  Board  of  Boston  voted,  that  cube  root,  equation  of 
payments,  compound  proportion  and  other  difficult  subjects 
should  not  be  included  in  the  required  course  of  the  Gram- 
mar school. 

Speaking  on  this  subject,  Gen.  F.  A.  Walker,  formerly 
of  the  Boston  School  Board,  says  :  "The  study  of  Arithmetic 
has  very  largely  been  pursued  by  methods  supposed  to  con- 
duce to  general  mental  training,  which,  in  a  great  degree, 
sacrifice  that  facility  and  accuracy  in  numerical  computation 
so  essential  in  after  life.  Scarcely  has  the  pupil  learned  the 
four  fundamental  rules,  when  he  is  set  to  numerous  technical 
applications  of  them,  or  to  so-called  practical  problems. 
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which  require  long  puzzling  over  the  relation  of  terms  in 
volved.  By  such  methods  the  proportion  of  work  properly 
numerical  is  greatly  reduced.  Not  infrequently  a  child  is 
kept  puzzling  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  over  a  'practical 
problem,'  when  the  mere  addition,  multiplication,  etc.,  re- 
quired by  it  would  not  occupy  as  many  seconds.  In  this 
way  the  amount  of  drill  in  strictly  numerical  work  is  so  re- 
duced that  pupils  receive  no  adequate  practice  in  numbers." 

Reading  is  the  key  to  all  studies.  Language,  composi- 
tion and  grammar  form  a  group  of  studies  that,  if  rightfully 
taught,  are  second  in  disciplinary  value,  and  in  practical 
uses  to  no  other  group  of  studies  in  the  whole  common  school 
course.  One  common  failure  in  school  instruction,  no  matter 
what  the  kind  or  grade  of  school,  is  properly  to  connect  and 
bind  together  the  work  of  the  different  studies,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  related  studies.  For  example,  the  studies  named 
above  are  often  taught  as  though  they  were  not  only  separate 
and  independent,  but  unrelated.  Reading  is  not  made  to 
support  language,  or  composition  grammar,  and  vica  versa. 
The  true  method,  it  seems  to  us,  of  teaching  them  is,  while 
preserving  their  individuality  as  studies,  to  make  them  in  a 
degree  run  into  each  other,  and  certainly  to  make  them 
strengthen  and  support  each  other  throughout.  Every  one 
of  these  four  studies  should  be  taught  with  an  eye  to  every 
one  of  the  others  wherever  that  is  possible  ;  and  more  and 
more  so  as  the  work  advances.  Of  course  a  teacher  of  a 
third  reader  class  will  not  be  thinking  of  the  technics  of  for- 
mal grammar,  but  she  will  have  an  eye  on  those  logical  rela- 
tions and  thought  connections  which  under-run  grammar. 

Unfortunately,  some  of  the  reading  done  in  the  schools 
is  unintelligent  and  meaningless  :  while  on  the  other  hand 
some  of  our  teachers  recognize  the  connection  of  different 
studies  and  are  doing  good  work  in  this  particular  direction. 

The  end  of  a  school  is  the  education  of  a  pupil  —  his 
growth  in  knowledge,  in  mental  power,  and  in  character. 
As  promotive  of  this  end,  a  school  or  system  of  schools  may 
be  looked  at  from  two  standpoints  ;  one  external  and  one 
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internal.  On  the  outside  we  see  buildings,  apparatus,  books, 
a  course  of  graduated  studies,  a  scheme  of  classification,  and 
an  organization  of  teachers  ;  on  the  inside  we  see  the  intel- 
lectual and  moral  qualities  of  the  teacher.  There  is  a  recip- 
rocal action  and  influence  between  these  two  classes  of  forces. 

It  is  evident  that  the  practical  limit  of  improvement  is 
reached  much  sooner  in  material  than  in  spiritual  elements. 
While  progress  beyond  a  given  point  practically  ceases  in  the 
one  case,  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  go  on  indeffi- 
nitely  in  the  other.  What  is  meant  is,  that  when  a  school, 
or  a  system  of  schools,  has  been  brought  up  to  a  given  level, 
we  must  look  for  further  improvement  in  the  work  of  the 
teacher,  rather  than  in  the  work  of  builders  or  system-makers. 

In  respect  to  our  own  schools  there  is  a  chance  for  im- 
provement in  both  directions.  All,  who  know  anything  of 
the  crowded  condition  of  the  village  schools,  must  admit  that 
the  buildings  are  not  sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  all. 
This  matter  ought  to  receive  immediate  and  suitable  treat- 
ment. The  buildings  being  made  adequate  we  must  next 
look  for  improvement  in  the  internal  work  which  lies  in  the 
teacher's'own  peculiar  field.  It  will  come  as  the  result  of 
the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  ability  and  character,  and 
therefore  of  instruction  and  discipline.  It  will  come  as  the 
result  of  teachers  putting  more  knowledge,  more  thought, 
and  more  personality  into  their  work  ;  and  that  they  may  put 
more  of  these  qualities  into  their  work  they  must  have  more 
of  them  in  themselves.  You  will  never  have  in  a  school 
what  you  have  not  first  in  the  teacher.  We  do  not  mean  to 
reflect* upon  the  teachers  of  the  town,  but  rather  to  bear 
strong  testimony  to  their  work.  However  it  is  no  reflection 
to  say  that  there  is  room  for  progress  in  the  particulars 
named.  In  this  respect  the  schools  of  Milford  are  like  the 
schools  of  the  best  educated  parts  of  the  country  generally  ; 
improvement,  for  the  most  part,  must  come  through  the 
teachers  and  the  teaching. 

In  closing  we  desire  to  express  our  thanks  for  the  uni- 
form kindness,  assistance  and  consideration  which  we  have 
received  from  all  interested  in  the  schools. 
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REPAIRS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  it  was  found  that  some  of 
the  pumps  were  badly  out  of  repair,  and  they  were  so  old  and 
worn  out  that  it  was  useless  to  try  to  repair  them  ;  so  new  and 
improved  pumps  replaced  the  old  ones  at  the  High,  Osgood, 
Pine  Valley  and  Federal  Hill  Schools.  It  was  also  neces- 
sary to  shingle  the  building  at  Pine  Valley.  During  the 
summer  vacation  a  partition  was  put  up  in  the  High  School, 
making  two  rooms  of  the  former  recitation  room  ;  also  cases 
were  built  to  accommodate  the  new  philosophical  apparatus. 
Some  of  the  schools  received  charts.  A  more  liberal  supply 
of  charts  in  the  lower  grades  would  greatly  facilitate  the 
work.  The  usual  numerous  smaller  repairs  have  received 
proper  attention. 

At  the  Howard  school  somewhat  extensive  repairs  are 
needed.  It  is  desired,  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the 
town,  to  have  the  building,  which  now  stands  partly  in  the 
highway,  moved  back  about  twenty  feet  and  placed  over  a 
cellar.  We  recommend  that  said  improvement  be  granted, 
and  that  a  special  appropriation  be  made  for  the  necessary 
expense. 

Some  of  the  buildings  ought  to  be  painted,  and  some 
shingled  the  ensuing  year. 
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ROLL  OF  HIGHEST  HONOR. 

Names  of  pupils  not  absent  or  tardy  during  the  year : 

High  School. — Alice  F.  Geaney,  Nellie  A.  Herlihy,  Daisy  D.  Jefts,  Alice  J. 
Murphy,  Lizzie  M.  Proctor,  Agnes  M.  Sloan,  Charles  M.  Wilson. 

Grammar. — Bertha  Burdick,  Lillie  Geaney,  Mabel  A.  Lusk,  Myrtie  E.  Pope, 
Frank  Grafton,  Arthur  Warren. 

Intermediate. — Eva  B.  Fessenden,  Lillian  E.  Jordan,  Alice  S.  Nelson, 
Beedie  L.  Sloan,  Gracie  L.  Pond,  Maude  E.  Hill,  Gertrude  E.  Stickney,  Charles 
H.  Donahue,  Walter  B.  Loring,  Leon  C.  Cochran,  Jesse  J.  Dearborn,  Leon  C. 
Parker,  Arthur  P.  Temple,  Willie  C.  French. 

East  Primary. — Flora  B.  Ames,  Ethelin  F.  Barber. 

West  Primary.— Donald  D.  Tuttle,  Leonard  W.  Tuttle,  Leonard  G.  Chase, 
O.  Wallace  Foster,  Ernest  M.  Stickney. 
Howard. — Mattie  M.  Hutchinson. 
North. — Ethan  L.  Bailey. 
Pine  Valley. — Joseph  M.  Holohan. 

Shedd. — Minnie  J.  Colby,  Arthur  W.  Blanchard,  George  W.  Dame. 


LIST  OF  TEACHERS. 


Schools. 


High 


Grammar 


Intermediate 
West  Primary 

East 

First  " 
((  (( 

Howard  ,  . 
Federal  Hill 

North    .  . 

Osgood  .  . 
Pine  Valley 

Shedd     .  . 


Teachers. 


L.  H.  Owen,  A.  M.,  Principal, 
Laura  B.  Whitten,  ist.  Asst., 
Philena  N.  Folger,  ist  Asst., 
2nd.  " 

H.  Josie  Center,  2nd.  Asst., 
Julia  A.  Hill,  Principal, 
H.  Josie  Center,  Assistant, 
Estella  F.  Abbott,  " 
Addie  E.  Gould, 
Alice  A.  Gould, 
Lizzie  E.  Hill, 
Alice  C.  Gray, 
Helen  M.  Emerson, 
Eva  L.  Twiss, 
Belle  M.  Harrison, 
Estella  F.  Abbott, 
Minnie  L.  Lovejoy, 
Grace  H.  Crosby, 
Ada  M.  Richardson, 
Carrie  E.  Wilson, 
Fannie  J.  A.  Horton, 
Alice  H.  Searles, 
Grace  A.  Smiley, 
Flora  A.  Mason, 


Terms. 


Year. 
Spring. 

Fall  and  Winter. 
Spring. 

Fall  and  Winter. 

Year. 

Spring. 

Fall  and  Winter. 
Year. 

Spring  and  Fall. 

Winter. 

Year. 

Spring  and  Fall. 
Winter. 
Year. 
Spring. 

Fall  and  Winter. 
Spring. 

Fall  and  Winter. 

Year. 

Spring. 

Fall  and  Winter. 
Spring  and  Fall. 
Wmter. 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

FIRST  YEAR. 

Fall  Term. — Algebra ;  English  ;  Latin,  Classical  course  ;  Physical  Geography, 
English  course. 

Winter  Term. — Algebra;  Rhetoric;  Latin,  Classical  course  ;  Physical  Geography, 
English  course. 

Spring  Term. — Algebra;  Rhetoric;  Latin  Reader  and  Caesar,  Classical  course; 
Botany,  English  course. 

History  of  England  once  a  week  through  the  year.  Drawing,  one  lesson  per 
week  through  the  year. 

SECOND  YEAR. 

Fall  Term.— Rhetoric;  Physics;  Caesar,  Classical  course;  Book-keeping,  English 
course. 

Winter  Term. — Physics  ;  Arithmetic  ;  Caesar,  Classical  course;  Advanced  English, 
English  course. 

Spring  Term. — Literature;  Arithmetic;  Cicero,  Classical  course;  Botany,  English 
course  ;  Greek,  College  Preparatory  course. 

Reading  from  American  authors  through  the  year.  Drawing,  one  lesson  per 
week  through  the  year. 

THIRD  YEAR. 

Fall  Term. — Literature  ;  Cicero,  Classical  course  ;  French,  Classical  course ; 
Chemistry,  English  course  ;  Geometry,  English  course ;  Greek,  College  Pre- 
paratory course. 

Winter  Term. — Physiology;  Cicero,  Classical  course;  French,  Classical  course; 
Chemistry,  English  course;  Geometry,  English  course;  Greek,  College  Pre- 
paratory course. 

Spring  Term. — Physiology;  Virgil,  Classical  course ;  French,  Classical  course; 
Advanced  Physics,  English  course ;  Political  Economy,  English  course ;  Greek 
College  Preparatory  course. 

"  Merchant  of  Venice,"  one  lesson  per  week  through  the  year. 

FOURTH  YEAR. 

Fall  Term. — Virgil,  Classical  course  ;  Geometry,  Classical  course  ;  General  His- 
tory ;  Advanced  Algebra,  English  course;  Astronomy,  English  course  ;  Greek, 
College  Preparatory  course. 

Winter  Term. — Virgil,  Classical  course ;  Geometry,  Classical  course ;  General 
History ;  Advanced  Algebra,  English  course ;  Civil  Science;  Greek,  College 
Preparatory  course. 

Spring  Term. — Virgil,  Classical  course  ;  General  History  ;  Geology  ;  Geometry, 
College  Preparatory  course ;  Greek,  College  Preparatory  course. 

"Julius  Cassar,"  one  lesson  per  week  through  the  year. 
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Financial  Account. 


PAID  FOR  INSTRUCTION. 

Prof.  L.  H.  Owen   11,000  00 

Miss  L.  B.  Whitten   166  67 

Miss  P.  N.  Folger   453  33 

Miss  H.  J.  Center   276  00 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  Hill   500  00 

Miss  E.  F.  Abbott   194  00 

Miss  A.  E.  Gould   340  00 

Miss  A.  A.  Gould   200  00 

MissL.  E.Hill   90  00 

Miss  A.  C.  Gray   270  00 

Miss  H.  M.  Emerson   160  00 

Miss  E.  L.  Twiss   65  00 

Mrs.  F.  J.  A.  Horton   90  00 

Miss  A.  H.  Searles   130  00 

Miss  B.  M.  Harrison   195  00 

Miss  C.  E.  Wilson   195  00 

Miss  G.  A.  Smiley   130  00 

Miss  F.  A.  Mason   50  00 

Miss  M.  L.  Lovejoy   120  00 

Miss  G.  H.  Crosby   50  00 

Miss  A.  M.  Richardson   100  00 


$4,775  00 


FUEL  AND  PREPARING  SAME. 

Paid  Calvin  Merrill,  for  wood  and  coal   $148  84 

B.  R.  Came,  for  coal   89  84 

Buttrick  &  Crosby,  for  wood   9  00 

W.  E.  Pierce  &  Co.,  for  wood   14  57 

W.  A.  Butler,  for  wood   4  50 

W.  H.  Gillis,  for  work  on  wood   8  00 

F.  A.  Crosby,  for  work  on  wood   5  00 

A.  C.  Howard,  for  work  on  wood   5  00 

C.  P.  Colby,  for  work  on  wood    2  50 

B.  F.  Foster,  for  work  on  wood   5  00 

W.  P.  Easton,  for  kindling  and  water   3  00 

E.  K.  Jewett,  for  work  on  wood   2  50 

W.  A.  Butler,  for  work  on  wood   175 

W.  R.  Sears,  for  work  on  wood   50 


Amou7it  carried  forward 


1300  00 


(  15  ) 


Amount  brought  forward.   $300  00 

John  Casey,  for  work  on  wood   3  55 

Cornelius  Connors,  for  work  on  wood   75 

John  L.  Epps,  for  work  on  wood   75 

C.  O.  Connor,  for  work  on  wood  (1886)   1  75 

Walter  Withey,  for  work  on  wood  (1886)   1  00 


$307  80 


PRINTING. 

Paid  W.  W.  Hemenway   .       $33  30 

L.  H.  Hall   10  00 


$43  30 


SERVICES  OF  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Paid  A.  W.  Smith  ,   $100  00 

Miss  R.  F.  Doane   75  00 

A.  W.  Howison   75  00 


$250  00 


CARE  OF  HOUSES. 

Paid  W.  C.  Sears,  No.  1   $60  50 

John  L.  Epps,  No.  9   11  00 

Warren  &  Robinson,  No.  9   5  00 

H.  S.  Gutterson,  Osgood   10  00 

Grace  A.  Smiley,  Shedd   6  00 

W.  S.  Withev,  Shedd   4  00 

Mrs.  F.  J.  A.  Horton,  Pine  Valley   4  00 

Tom  E.  Herley,  Pine  Valley   9  00 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Easton,  North    10  00 

Miss  E.  F.  Abbott,  Federal  Hill   3  00 

Miss  M.  L.  Lovejoy,  Federal  Hill   3  00 

W.  E.  Young,  Federal  Hill   4  00 

Chas.  O.  Proctor,  Howard   6  00 

S.  B.  Lynch,  Howard   4  00 

Geo.  Langdell,  Burns  Hall   6  00 

John  Gunnerson,  Burns  Hall   4  00 

Walter  Withey,  Shedd  (1886)   4  00 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Easton,  North  (1886)   4  00 

E.  K.  Jewett,  Federal  Hill  (1886)   4  00 

Mrs.  Eliza  Pond,  for  cleaning   23  40 

Mrs.  John  Dame,  for  cleaning   2  55 

C.  H.  Prouty,  for  cleaning   2  00 


$189  45 


(    16  ) 


SUPPLIES  AND  REPAIRS. 


Paid  Geo.  S.  Perry,  for  supplies.   $16  74 

A,  P.  Gage,  for  supplies   71  00 

E.  E.  Babb  &  Co.,  for  supplies   4  94 

H.  M.  Wallace,  for  rent  of  hall   90  00 

Emerson  &  Ware,  for  cabinets,  &g   48  95 

C.  H.  Averill,  for  repairs    1  00 

Moses  Ordway,  for  pumps  and  repairs   58  96 

Geo.  F.  King  &  Merrill,  for  supplies   19  35 

A.  G.  Whitcomb,  for  supplies  (1886)   6  02 

Wm.  Brown,  for  labor   2  20 

J.  E.  Frost,  for  labor   4  84 

H.  H.  Barber,  for  supplies   60 

J.  C.  Boutelle,  laying  shingles   20  63 

E.  F.  Adams,  for  labor   3  00 

Ginn  &  Co.,  for  supplies   1  44 

W.  H.  Wilson,  for  labor   4  25 

L.  C.  Sanderson,  for  supplies  and  labor   38  20 

C.  E.  Kendall,  supplies   70  12 

H.  P.  Hamblett,  for  repairs   1  10 

W.  L.  Winslow,  for  supplies  and  repairs   25  65 

Cowperthwait  &  Co.,  supplies   8  00 

Prang  Educational  Co.,  supplies   1  00 

Burns  Bros.,  supplies   30 

M.  S.  Hall,  for  labor   4  30 

L.  K.  Hutchinson,  for  labor   3  50 

David  Heald  &  Son,  for  supplies   1  30 

Geo.  S.  Wheeler,  tuning  pianos   5  00 

A.  W.  Smith,  for  supplies   5  22 

D.  S.  Burnham,  for  supplies. ,   29  86 

Emerson  &  Son,  for  supplies   7  12 

Geo.  A.  Avery,  for  supplies  and  labor   31  57 

Miss  E.  L.  Twiss,  for  supplies   3  58 

J.  A.  Wheeler,  for  supplies   23  60 

J.  E.  Bruce,  for  supplies   74 

Freight  and  Express   2  00 


1616  08 


SUMMARY. 

Cash  received  from  Town  Treasurer   $6,000  00 

received  from  literary  fund   381  10 

received  from  dog  tax   138  00 

received  from  tuitions   43  00 

received  for  grass  on  school  lot   10  00 

To  cash  on  hand   4  28 


$6,576  38 


(  n  ) 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  for  instruction   $4,775  00 

fuel  and  preparing  same   307  80 

printing   43  30 

care  of  houses   189  45 

supplies  and  repairs   616  08 

Services  of  Board  of  Education  : 

A.  W.  Smith   100  00 

Miss  R.  F.  Doane    75  00 

A.  W.  Howison   75  00 

  $250  00 

Balance  on  hand   394  75 


$6,576  38 


MiLFORD,  N.  II.,  March  3,  1888. 
We  have  examined  the  foregoing  account  and  find  it  correctly 
cast  and  properly  vouched. 

J.  E.  BRUCE, 
F.  W.  SAWYER, 

Auditors. 


ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  FOR  1888-9. 


For  Instruction   $4,900  00 

Fuel   300  00 

Care  of  houses   180  00 

Supplies   150  00 

Repairs   450  00 

Printing   50  00 


$6,030  00 

Services  of  Board  of  Education   250  00 


$6,280  00 

ESTIMATED  RESOURCES. 

Literary  fund   $300  00 

Do^  tax   130  00 

Tuitions   50  00 


$480  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  W.  SMITH, 
R.  F.  DOANE, 
A.  W.  HOWISON, 

JBoard  of  Education. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


MiLFORD  Free  Library 


FOR  THE  ISS^-'SS. 


ORGANIZATION. 


CLINTON  S.  AYE  RILL  President. 

DEXTER  S.  BURNHAM  Secretaky  and  Treasurer. 


Trustees. 

C.  S.  AVERILL,  ) 

ANDREW  J.  HUTCHINSON,  ^  Term  expires  in  1888. 

D.  M.  HEALD  ) 

JOHN  McLANE,  ) 

F.  W.  RICHARDSON,  }   Term  expires  in  1889. 

W.F.  FRENCH.  ) 

D.  S.  BURNHAM,  ) 

ROBT.  M.  WALLACE,  }   Term  expires  in  1890. 

CARL  E.  KNIGHT,  ) 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Trustees  of  Milford  Free  Library, 


To  THE  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Milford: 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom,  the  Trustees  pre- 
sent their  twentieth  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
Free  Library  for  the  year  iSSy-'SS. 

The  board  organized  by  choosing  Clinton  S.  Averill, 
President,  and  Dexter  S.  Burnham,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  Town  appropriated  at  its  Annual  Meeting  in 
March  the  usual  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Library.  The  amount  received  from  fines  has 
been  $25.76;  from  sale  of  Catalogues,  $5.92;  from  mis- 
cellaneous sources,  $5.62  ;  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 
from  old  account  $4.65,  making  a  total  of  $341.95. 

There  has  been  paid  for  current  expenses  of  the 
Library,  $148.73  ;  for  purchase  of  new  books,  $163.85  ; 
for  periodicals,  $29.00,  leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  Treas- 
urer, $0.37. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  Library  eighteen  volumes 
of  periodicals  bound,  or  to  be  bound  for  permanent  use ; 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  volumes  by  purchase ;  fifty 
bound,  fifty-eight  pamphlet,  nine  manuscript,  and  two 
volumes  in  sheets,  by  donation. 

The  number  of  persons  taking  out  books  in  January, 
1888,  was  1069. 

The  books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January  31, 
1888,  was  equal  to  one  volume  11,354  tidies.  One  hundred 
and  five  cards  were  surrendered  during  the  year. 


(    22  ) 


LIBRARIAN  AND  LIBRARY  HOURS. 

Mrs.  Nellie  Cochran  has  held  the  office  of  Librarian 
and  has  discharged  its  duties  faithfully  and  acceptably. 

The  hours  for  the  reception  and  delivery  of  books  are 
from  two  to  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoons  of  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays  and  Saturdays  ;  and  from  seven  to  nine  o'clock 
Saturday  evenings. 

STATISTICS. 

Zl^'umber  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
3,653. 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  (including  periodicals  to  be 

bound),  137. 
Number  of  volumes  added  by  donation,  50. 
Number  of  pamphlets  added  by  donation,  58. 
Number  of  manuscripts  added  by  donation,  9. 
Number  of  volumes  in  sheets  added  by  donation,  2. 
Whole  number  of  bound  volumes  at  the  present  time,  .3,840. 
Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1870,  equal  to  one  volume 

3,638  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1871,  equal  to  one  volume 
7,124  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1872,  equal  to  one  volume 
11,144  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1873,  equal  to  one  volume 
9,207  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1874,  equal  to  one  volume 
9,807  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1875,  equal  to  one  volume 
13,518  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1876,  equal  to  one  volume 
14,517  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1877,  equal  to  one  volume 
10,837  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1878,  equal  to  one  volume 
11,812  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1879,  equal  to  one  volume 
11,766  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1880,  equal  to  one  volume 
9,906  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  fractional  part  of  a  year  ending  July,  1880,  equal 

to  one  volume  3,503  times. 
Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1882,  equal  to  one  volume 

9,484  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  Ja}iuary,  1883,  equal  to  one  volume 
8,143  times. 
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Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1884,  equal  to  one  volume 
8.979  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1885,  equal  to  one  volume 
10,133  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1886,  equal  to  one  volume 
11,259  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1887,  equal  to  one  volume 
10,288  times. 

Books  taken  out  for  the  year  ending  January,  1888,  equal  to  one  volume 
11,354  times. 

Kumber  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1871,  492. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1872,  700. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1873,  750. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1874,  806. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1875,  945. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1876,  956. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1877,  903. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1878,  975. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1879,  1,005. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1880,  968. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  July,  1880,  950. 
Number  of  persons  takmg  out  books  January,  1882,  1,175. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books.  January,  1883,  1,136. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1884,  1,108. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1885,  1,092. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1886,  1,077. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  .January,  1887,  1,175. 
Number  of  persons  taking  out  books  January,  1888,  1,069. 


DONATIONS. 

From  George  E.  Foster,  Esq. :  Eecords  of  Milford  Militia,  eight  manu- 
script volumes. 

Records  Milford  Fremont  Club  for  1856—1  manuscript  volume. 
Milford  Enterprise,  1883  and  1886—2  volumes  in  sheets. 
Military  Tactics,  1817 — 1  bound  volume. 

Transactions  N.  H.  Agricultural  Society,  1850  to  1860—7  bound  volumes. 
From  the  Librarian  of  the  Providence  Public  Library:   Ninth  Annual 

Report  of  the  Providence  Public  Library— 1  pamphlet  volume. 
From  John  McLane,  Esq.:   Poole's  Index  to  Periodical  Literature— 1 

bound  volume. 

From  the  Department  of  the  Interior:  U.  S.  Congressional  Globe— 36 
bound  volumes. 

From  Mrs.  George  Sawtelle:  Autobiography  of  John  B.  Gough— 1 
bound  volume. 

From  the  War  Department,  U.  S. :  War  of  the  Rebellion— Official  Rec- 
ords of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Arms.  Series  1.  Vol.  XIX. 
Parts  1  and  2.   2  bound  volumes. 
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From  U.  S.  Patent  Office:  The  Official  Gazette  of  the  United  States 
Patent  Office.  Vol.  38,  numbers  9  to  13,  inclusive;  Vol.  39,  num- 
bers 1  to  13,  inclusive;  Vol.  40,  numbers  1  to  13,  inclusive;  Vol.  41, 
numbers  1  to  13,  inclusive;  Vol.  42,  numbers  1  to  8,  inclusive.  52 
pamphlet  volumes. 

From  the  Bureau  of  Education:  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Edu- 
cation—1884-85.    1  bound  volume. 

From  U.  S.  Patent  Office:  Alphabetical  Lists  of  Patents  and  Inven- 
tions for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  31,  1886;  for  the  quarter  ending 
March  31,  1887;  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1887—3  pamphlet 
volumes. 

From  Maverick  National  Bank:  Manual  of  Maverick  National  Bank— 
1  bound  volume. 

From  U.  S.  Patent  Office:  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pa- 
tents, 1886—1  pamphlet  volume. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor— 
1  pamphlet  volume. 


CONCLUSION. 

In  submitting  their  twentieth  annual  report  the  Trustees 
are  pleased  to  be  able  to  present  so  favorable  an  account  of 
the  condition  and  growth  of  the  Free  Library. 

During  its  twenty  years  of  existence  it  has  steadily 
grown  in  favor  and  importance.  There  are  upon  its  shelves 
now  over  thirty-eight  hundred  volumes  covering  a  broad 
field  of  literature  from  which  selections  suitable  to  every  taste 
and  want  may  be  made.  The  lover  of  history,  poetry, 
science,  travel,  biography,  fiction,  belles-lettres,  may  find 
something  here  suited  to  his  special  want.  And,  if  suitable 
appropriations  are  made,  from  year  to  year,  each  department 
may  be  broadened  and  enriched  gradually  to  the  benefit  of 
all. 

The  Library  has  pretty  nearly  outgrown  its  present 
quarters.  It  is  possible  to  get  along  with  them  for  a  little 
longer,  but  it  is  desirable  to  have  larger  and  more  commodi- 
ous ones.  The  subject  should  receive  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  every  citizen.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  not  very 
distant  future  such  accomodations  will  be  provided  as  shall 
leave  no  occasion  for  complaint. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C,  S.  AVERILL,  for  the  Trustees. 
Milford,  March  13,  1888. 


TRKASURKR'S  RKRORT. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Milford 
Free  Library, 

The  following  report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  Treasurer  of  said  board  for  the  year  i887-'88,  is  hereby 
respectfully  submitted. 

Treasurer  of  Free  Library. 


Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  from  last  year   $   4  65 

"      received  from  F.  T.  Sawyer,  temporary  loan          300  00 

"    fines   25  76 

"  "         "    catalogues  sold   5  12 

"  "    use  of  Library   5  25 

"  "         *'    paper  sold   37 

  $341  95 

Cr. 

i3y  cash  paid  Librarian  $100  00 

"  "    for  new  books   163  85 

**  blank  books   18  00 

magazines,  1888   29  00 

"         **     *'  printing,  etc   20  50 

'*         '*     '*  repairing  clock   100 

*'  "     "  repairing  Library  room   3  50 

"     '*  express  and  postage   5  73 

By  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer   37 


  $341  95 

D.  S.  BUKNHAM,  Treamrer. 

Milford,  March  5,  1888. 


I  have  examined  the  foregoing  items  of  account  and 
find  the  same  correctly  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

C.  E.  KNIGHT,  Auditor, 

Milford,  March  5,  1888. 


